
The Engineer.

The railway cnirineer leads probably
tho most hazardous, and in that sense
romantic, lifo of American civilization.
He is always a brave man none other
could be an engineer. He must be a
aober, punctual, cool-head- man none
cincr could hold nis post. Ice engineer
and his adventures is the constant
source of an endless variety of thrilling
or amusing stories. It is even said that
among the delegates to this Buffalo Con-
vention is tho cautious engineer who
side-track- the express train one clear
evening, and waited for half an hour for
me wuu-oa- c wnose iieauiurui ne saw
unexpcctedly'bearing down on him to

Ho learned in good timo andfass. never let him iorget that the
planet Venus, on the horizon at the ap
parent end of his track, wasn't a wild
cat.

Oh, yvs, the boys tell many a story on
the brat e engineer. Only the othy day
a newspaper corresponueni, wno evi
dently had been punished for his fresh
ness by a joking engineer, wrote as fol-

lows:
"If tho waiter is slow with his order

tho engineer improves his time by put
ting an extra cock-roac- h in tho conee
of the party next to him, or make some
remark to hnuscir, but loud enough
for every one to hear it: 'Wonder if
there is another dead mousy in th
prunes and when tho waiter
brings his order and tires it at him as
though it was shot from a catapult, lie
calmly gathers them in shape and asks
the waiter if he can't pass some pigs
leet without 'corns on, or makes some
remark about the butter being strong
enough to take eighteen loads up the
hill, and says the beefsteak would make
good packing for his engine, and finally
asks lor halt a dozen of the biscuits to
Use 'or track torpedoes. Having an
even valve motion to his jaws, he
manages to till his tank, and
then asks the conductor he in in
with for a quarter, as he left his pocket
book at home on the piano. While
waiting at stations he is always willing
to tell . the grangers, who invariably
congregate to look at an engine, all
they ask about it. He tells them that
the big lever is to shake the grates, tlie
throttle is to open the dampers, thai the
steam-gaug- e is tho patent clock, that
the cylinders are only for ornament,
and that the conductor starts the train
by pulling the rope. Yes, he has been
in hundreds of accidents, had his en
gine blow up and kill everybody within
six miles, and that tho boiler was liable
to buiot at any moment, anil when he
has got them worked up., he suddenly
gives a shrill shriek on the whistle while
the fireman turns some business which
2;:ts out steam with a rush, and yells,
'She's suing to bust!' and as the fright
ened listeners fall over each other in
their efforts to get out of the danger, he
and ths fireman fall back on tl.eir seats
and loss lifteen minutes on their run
ning t:nae in laughing.

There is nothing more conducive to
sociability when . traveling, when you
are fired of ruling and stand up to
streteh and yawn, tiian to have the en
gineer put on the full force
and lire us over three seats into the
arms of a young lady we had not
courage enough to flirt with before. It
rather brakes the ice as it were to an
introduction and better acquaintance;
sueh negligence is excusable, but there
should oe a law to punish the engineer
mat orings me train up 10 a siamisuu
just as the old lady from the country
opens her Lunch basket and the sudden
stop tires a whole custard pie down our
lnrt front when we expected to get off

.at the next station, where our girl is
waking to receive us. The engineer is
often made a hero of. in prose and
t)oe,ry, headed 'Died at His Tost.' All
honor to the faithful that have, but it is
raoie logical to suppose that when he
has reversed Ids engine and put it in
the back motion and done all he could
to avert the collision, he jumps; it don't
help him any ito be made hash of, even
if hn does get piece of poetry for it.
Were the truth tnown, in nine cases out
of ten the engineer that dies at his post
after reversing his engine is paralyzed
with fright and eajmot jump.' BuJJ'alo
Express.

The Horrible Story of line.
Pierre Lote, an otlicer of the French

expeditionary force in Tonquin, sends
to the l'aris l,i(4uro tho following
description of the fall of Hue: The
beaten Annamites irere cooped up in
the burning village. The enly road of
escape from the flames lay under the
guns of tho fort, which was filled with
sailors armed with Krapotchat repeat-
ing rifles with sights carefully adjusted
to the distance. Magazines of rifles
were duly loaded. The men looked on
waiting until a flank movement of tho
other troops and tho firing of tho bam-
boo huts should drive the human quarry
out before them. Wt saw them halting
nt the end of the village with singed
hair and garments. Then after a few
moments1 hesitation, tucking up their
flowing robes as high as they could, and
trying to protect theirheads with jdanks
against the impending shower of bul-
lets, they rushed on.

'
A great butcher-

ing then commenced. Two volleys were
fired. It wa4 quite a treat to see these
fan-lik- e streams of bullets sweeping
down upon the fugitives. They were
poured in twice in one minute, at the
word of comw"d, and in a sure,
methodical in; . It was like a jet
from a huge w ate which mowed
them down by dozens. In a cloud of
dust acl gravel we could see some who
eccmcd to be driven mad, picking them-
selves up like wounded animals. Gath-
ering up their robes in a comical man-
ner, their long hair unfastened and
streaming down their backs made
them look like women. Others tried

1HE NORTHERN TRIBUNE. DECEMBER 22. 18S3.

to escapo by swimming a lagoon to try
to reach the junks. These were killed
in the water. Some good divers re-

mained a long timo under water. Our
men continued to kill them all the same,
when they came up to breathe, like rats.
The men then amused themselves count-
ing the dead fifty on the left, eighty to
the right. In the village were small
heaps. With those piled in the south-
ern forts, about eight hundred or a
thousand must have been disposed of.
The sailors made bets as to the number
destroyed. About nine in the morning
all was over and the rout of the Annam-
ites was complete. The heat was in-

tense, and the sailors, maddened by the
sun and the noise, and quivering with
excitement, rushed out of the fort after
the wounded. Some were crouching in
holes, others were feigning death, whilft
others at the last gasp were stretching
out their hands, pleading for mercy and
shouting "Han nan" in heart-rendin- g

Our men slaughtered them
with bayonets, or brained them with
tho but ends of their muskets. The
Annamite servants, diminutive, effemi-
nate lads, who had followed tho infaut-r- y

from Saigon, were hinted out. When
one of the fugitives was unearthed the
sailors would cry out, "Here's another.
Come give him Leang Leang.1' These
sailors were absolutely madmen. The
officers attempted to restrain them, and
said to them: "You ought to bo ashamed
of such cowardly, dirty work.11 They
replied: "The Annamites are savages.
They carried tho head of Captain
Riviere on the top of a pole, and if they
carried the day they would cut the
French to pieces or saw them in two
with planks.1' There was no reply pos-
sible to this. It was true, and so they
were left to their grim work.
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"John!" One Hundred and Seventy-on- e

Times,

A gentleman tells the Cleveland
Leader this, which is repeated in his own
language:

"I wish to relate to you a ludicrous
little episode which took place in a
drawing-roo- car between Iioston and
New York. Besides myself and wife
there were four ladies and a

boy, whose name was John, all
evidently traveling together, and an old
gentleman who sat opposite tho ladies,
wearing a broad-brimme- d peaked felt
hat, a brown wig and very gray whisk-
ers. He had taken off his boots and en-

cased his feet in slippers, and ensconced
himself in one of the big chairs of the
car, evidently determined to make him-
self comfortable while he whiled away
the time delving into a magazine. John
was evidently a sort of a boyish nui-
sance. He kept moving about like a
perpetual motion machine. His mother
was a small, lean Woman, with a thin
face, long peaked nose, a pointed pro- -

J'ecting chin, grey eyes sunk deeply in
head. Her voico was of the

most piercing, squeaking kind that
could possibly be imagined. Every
time her boy was engaged ' in some
mischievous operation, the mother would
reprimand him by screaming out in her
horribly shrill voice, in a falsetto note,
'John!1 That caused
the old gentleman to give a jump as
though he had heard the sudden blast of
a locomotive whistle close by. Pretty-soo-

Johny would be impaling some
flies on the window and the terrific
sound would bo heard again, calling,
John!1 and the old gentleman would

give another start in the midst of his
reading. After another interval John
would take a round foot cushion and
roll it along the aisle, like a nine-pi- n ball,
and it went whack against the leg of
the old gentleman, and simultaneously
came the sound of 'John!1 In the high
falsetto voice of the mother, and the
gentleman gave another tremendous
start. This calling of 'John1 in that
unearthly shrill tone was kept up every
little while till tho train reached Spring-
field. Here the old gentleman pulled
on his boots, stowed away his slippers,
gathered his traps together, and pro-
ceeded to get oft the car. As he was
passing tho mother and 'John1 on his
way out, he stopped, looked at her, in a
dignified manner, showed her a piece of
paper covered with tally marks, and
said, in a calm loud voice: 'Madam,
you have screamed out "John!11 just
one hundred and seventy-on- e times!'
and with a bow threw the paper on her
lap and left tho car. The woman gazed
at him till he disapiicared with her
moulh wonderingly open and in a mo-
mentarily dazed condition. Finally
she came to and furiously vented her
spite on John by taking him across her
knees and giving him a terrific spank-
ing in spito of his yells. The wholo
scene was so ridiculous and ludicrous
that all of the passengers, including tho
ladies of the party who were traveling
with the mother of "John,1 gave way to
a paroxysm of laughter, in spite of poor
John's tears at being made to suffer for
the old gentleman's sarcasm."

m

A young lady in Portland, Me.,
lately invented a table for use in Pull-
man cars. She applied for a patent,
and her only fear was some one might
have forestalled her bv some invention
of their own sufficiently resembling hers
to make her invention useless. Vt hilo
awaiting results, Mr. Tucker, of tho
Maine Central and Eastern roads, who
had seen the table, was so impressed
that he expressed a willingness to get it
introduced on his roads if she was suc-
cessful. Tho foung lady fell sick with
typhoid fever, anil on Saturday, her
birthday, died. Just as she expired tho
looked-fo- r patent arrived. Boston l'ost.

-- During a recent hunting excursion
in the Had Land, Montana, in whicb
theMaruuisede Mores was accompanied
by her husband, she shot and killed
three deer with as much dexterity as
though she was an expert at the business.

Care of Seed Corn.

There h no experience in agriculture
more d'sojuraging than a failure of seed
to grow. It mens morj than tho ex-

pense and trouble of replanting; it
'iue;:ns a backward crop which, as a
rule, proves In'erior if not a failure.

Every year thousands of farmers real-
ize, for lack of good se;d coin, dearly
bought experience. Their corn crops
fail to be remunerative because they
neglected tho previous autumn to select
good seed and properly cure it.

In order to have sed that will cer-
tainly germinate and grow it must be
harvested previous to freezing weather
and immediately dried. After tho cob
has become thoroughly dry it is an easy
matter to save the seed. At the South,
where the seasons are long, this matter
of drying the corn is often taken care of
by nature, b'ltinthe Eastern and North-
ern States tho cobs, especially of the
larger varieties, require to be cured by
artificial means when the kernels are
designed for seed

Corn that appears to be thoroughly
dried in the field, in nine cases out of
ten contains enough moh-tur- to render
tho k rnels de'e ;tive for seed, unless
tind artificia ly. The
wny of saving seed corn is s ill prac-
ticed in many localities, and considered
tho ho t mode by many progressive
farmers. This consists in s lect ng de-- si

able cars j revious to freezing weath-
er, pulli-gb- k the husks to tho butt
aud braiding the ears together by them
in Ion st ings. Ti.eso strings of ears
are then hung, in some dry and

pla 'c, as an at.io or loft, un-
til the c u'n is required fr planting.

A Kentucky farmer who has proven
to his satisfaction that if seed corn is
thoroughly dried, cob included, previous
to freezing weather.it is certain to germi-
nate and grow the following season, un-

der ordinary favorable circumstances of
warmth and moisture. Every good ear
for seed is laid upon a tight floor over
his cook-stov- e, where it remains until
spring, when it is shelled and kept in
readiness for planting. Corn thus
pla ed. on any floor under which a fire
is kept up during tho fall and winter will,
in his opinion, always germinate.

There is a diversity of practice in re-

gard to tho precise period when the se-

lection of seed-cor- n should bo mad.
Somo cultivators gather tho seed soon
after tho kernel is out of milk and dry
It in the sun. The majority, however,
prefer perfect maturity of seed, but all
who h:ue had experience in tho matter
realize the ne.essityof the thorough
drying of corn before hard freezing
weatl'er.

An ear .with a largo cob is not con-s'- d

red to be as good a keeper as tho
one wi ll a smaller cob, for the reason
that the former contains a larger quan-
tity of sap, hence is liable to retain
dampness. After having sun-drie- d

seed-cor- n, the farmers of some sections
store it in lo'tsof sm in order
that it may become permeated with tha
odor of the meat undergoing smoking
there, and thus gain a protection wheu
in the ground against tho depredations
of field m'ee, worms, etc. The argu-
ment in favor of this practice is that the
corn becomes thoroughly saturated with
creosote, which is offensive to many
pests, especially squirrels.

For greatest imp 'ovement in seed ob-

serve the tin e of ripening, number of
ears on a stalk, size of the stalk and the
nerfnk tion of tho ears. Corn which
ri ens earliest in tho field, other things
lieing favorable, is to be preferred, but
there are exceptions to th s general rule..
For instance, when tho. object is to im-

prove a variety that is very early a dif-
ferent course is advised. The very
earliest ears often aro not so largo as
those that come later, and by sele.ting
these later ones for a few seasons the
siz i of the corn is improved. On the
other hand, if only the earliest ears aro
chosen a very early arietyis gained,
but it is liab'e to be inferior in sie.

Another rule usually observed is se-

lecting from stalks that have two or
three d ears, selecting tho
ear which grows low on the stalk. Of
late years, occasional objet ons have
been made to this practice, on t. e plea
that the ears are liable to decrease in
size as they increase in numb is.

A full-size- d ear on which the rows aro
regular, well filled out at the end and
but Fttle larger at the butt than in the
middle, if it has ripened in good season
and grows low on a moderate-size- d

stalk and is taken from the standing
corn, is for tho variety to
which it belongs.

In selecting seed from yellow corn
the color may bo changed from a dark
to a light yellow by selecting a light-colore- d

ear, or rice versa. When it is
desired to retain tho corn as you get it
the custom is to select both colors. If
tho crop from which you are selecting
tends too much to bran or chaff, give
preference to the moro flinty ears.
V. 1 World.

Tho numerous shocking acrobatic
accidents which have recently occurred
in some of the southern parts of Austria
have determined tho authorities at Tri-
este to introduco into the Diet of that
province a bill prohibiting the perform-
ance of all dangerous feats in public in
future. Tho female trupezist Z;ro, who
fell and injured herself a few nights ago
at a Trieste circus, is dead. A few days
before M. Amato, manager of the cir-
cus, had a terrible fall from his horse,
and was lying in a dangerous condi-
tion. At Flume, on the same day, an
acrobat fell during his performance,
and received probably fatal injuries.

Tie Washington Monument will be
finished in December, U 8. Thus far
it has cost $9 10,000. W ashington Star.

Sick an'mals should be cpf rated
from healthy ones.
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JUST RECEIVED

PALETOTS, &c., &c.

Plain and Brocaded Silk Plushes,
Velvets, Velveteens, Silks and Satins, Black

and Colored Cashmeres, Serges, Flan-
nels Suitings, a splendid line of

Ladies' and Children's Hos-
iery and Knit Goods.

OTTIE3 STOCZ OJT

LADIES', GENTS'' .& GHILLHENS' UNDERWEAR

CANNOT BE EXCELLED.

Mather'sPatent Lace Kid Glomes
In Black and Colors, sold only ns. Headquarters for

Laces, Embroideries, Ladies' and
Chidren's Neckwear.

Brown and Bleached Sheetings,
Shirtings, Flannels, Cloths,

And Everything in the Dry Goods Line.
We keep in full Stock, bought in New York at Bottom Prices, and

will be sold ierv low. To reduce our stock of ,

LADIES' JIP GENTS' FINE SHOES!

We shall ut a Large discount.

Staple Groceries, Flour, Pork, Beef,
Lard, &c., &c,

Always on Hand. It will pay you to call on us before Purchasing,
Elsewhere. . We will not be undersold.

WET'lORE & PADDOCK.

et aftd
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Cheapest
Fresh goods Received Daily,

I Keep a eomplete stock ol everything
found in a first-clas- s Grocery and Provision
Store. Fresh Vegetables on hand at all
times.. The finest Teas, Coffees, Sugars,
Canned Goods of every kind. My arrange-
ments for constant supply of Fresh Butter
are complete.

Cixolco Stools of Crocliei3r and.
G-lassw- aro

Everything Warranted the Best and Cheapest,

MORRIS WHEELER,
Main StrcctMolonv's Ofd Stand.
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